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UNIVERSI1Y OF RHODE ISLAND
FACUL1Y SENATE
Serial Number

TO:

#98-99--5

President Robert L. Carothers

FROM: Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
l.

The attached BILL, t itled The Three Hundred and Sixty-Seventh Report of the
Curricular Affairs Committee
is forwarded for your consideration.

2.

The original and two copies for your use are included.

3.

This BILL was adopted by vote of the Faculty Senate on December 10. 1998.

4.

After considering this bill, will you please indicate your approval
or disapproval. Return the original or forward it to the Board of Govemors,
completing the appropriate endorsement below.

5.

In accordance with Section 10, paragraph 4 of the Senate's By-Laws,
this bill will become effective December 31 . 1998 three weeks after Senate approval,
unless: (1) specific dates for implementation are written into the bill; (2) you return it
disapproved; (3) you forward it to the Board of Govemors for their approval; or (4) the
University Faculty petitions for a referendum. If the bill is forwarded to the Board of
Govemors, it will not become effective until approved b .
Board.
December 11. 1998
(date)

dJackson
of the Faculty Senate

ENDORSEMENT
TO: Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
FROM: President of the University
Retumed.
a . Approved
b.

_y.-

Approved subj ect to final approval by Board of Govemors _ .

c. Disapproved _

(date)
Form revised 9/98

.

(il~
President

UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston, Rhode Island
FACULTY SENATE
November 16, 1998
Faculty Senate Curricular Mfairs Committee
Three Hundred and Sixty-Seventh Report
At the November 2, 1998 meeting of the Curricular Mfairs Committee, the following
matters were considered and are now presented to the Faculty Senate.
SECTION I
Informational Matters
A.

College of Arts and Sciences
Mrican and Mrican American Studies
CHANGE: Title for AAF 201 to "Introduction to Mrican American Studies."

B . College of Human Science and Services
l.

Communicative Disorders
ADD:

CMD 377X Functional Neuroanatomy (II, 3) An examination of the
brain and spinal cord, .emphasizing connection and functions of the
neural system. Designed for communicative disorders majors. (Lee.
3) Pre: 372 andjunior standing. Karow

2. Human Development and Family Studies- Consumer Mfairs
Admission to the bachelor's degree program in Consumer Mfairs suspended
by the Provost on recommendation of the Department and Dean.
C. College of the Environment and Life Sciences
Department of Environmental and Natural Resource Economics
CHANGE: Title and description for REN 345:
REN 345 Intemational Trade and the Environment (II, 3) Analysis of the
economic effects of natural resource and environmental management
policies on intemational trade in natural resource products, and of
intemational trade policies on worldwide resource use and environmental
quality. (Lee. 3) Pre: 105 or ECN 201 or permission ofinstruetor. Wessells
********************
SECTION II
Curricular Matters Which Require Confirmation by the Faculty Senate
A.

College of Arts and Sciences
l. Mrican and Mrican American Studies Program
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ADD:

2.
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AAF 370 Civil Rights Movement (I or II, 3) Major transformations in
American life brought about by the Civil Rights Movement in law, in
social relations, in the role of government. Focus on the period
between 1954 and 1968 in an effort to identifY and evaluate the
changes in government and civil society which occurred during this
period. (Lee. 3) Hamilton

Department of Chemistry
*a. CHANGE: Requirements for the B.S. in Chemis try by changing
"curriculum requirement (1-3) " in the second semester of the
senior year to "CHM 441 (3). "
*b. CHANGE: Requirements for the B.S. in Chemistry and Chemical
Oceanography by replacing the sentence "The curriculum has
been approved .. . of Chemists" (page 51 of the catalog) with
"Students wishing to complete a degree program accredited by
the American Chemical Society Committee on the Professional
Training of Chemists, must take CHM 441 in addition to the
cours es listed below" and change the next sentence to read
"Graduates who take CHM 441 receive a ... " (change underlined) .

3.

Department of Philosophy
a . ADD: The following courses:
1) PHL 215 Science and Inquiry (I or II, 3) The objective is to survey

both the influence of philosophy on s cience and the influence of
science on philosophy, all from a western historical perspective.
(Lee. 3) Ariew
2)

PHL 205 Philosophical Topics (I or II, 3) An intensive study of one
or more problems , issues or topics of classical or current interest
in philosophy. Emphasis on the analysis and construction of
arguments relevant to the topics(s) . Small class format. (Lee. 3)
Ariew, Foster, Johnson, and Staff

b . CHANGE: Requirements for the Bachelor of Arts degree in Philosophy to
read (change underlined):
Students selecting this major must complete no less than 33
credits (maximum 45 credits) in philosophy. Students are
required to take: PHL 205 at least one from PHL 101 , 451 (logic) ;
at least one from PHL 212 , 314, 414 (ethics) ; at least one from
PHL 341. 342. 4 52: both PHL 321 and 32 3: at least one from PHL
204. 318. 324. 346: and PHL 490. The remaining nine credits
may be chosen freely from the list of PHL courses offered by the
department. At least 18 credits in coursework must be at the 300
level or above.

*Pending approval of section IV, Item B, 1.
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4.

Department of Psychology
CHANGE: Requirements for the Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology by
adding PSY 436, PSY 442 and PSY 460 to those courses included
under "Topics Areas:" and deleting PSY 460 from "Applied
Knowledge Area."

B. College of Engineering
Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering
*a. DELETE: CVE 347 Highway Engineering (II. 4)
*b. ADD: CVE 346 Transportation Engineering (I, 3} Concepts of
transportation planning and design as well as traffic analysis
techniques are covered with respect to Multi-Mode travel within
transportation systems. (Lee. 3} Pre: 220. Hunter or Lee
*c. CHANGE: Requirements for the B.S. degree by replacing "CVE 347" with
"CVE 346" as a required course and "CVE 446" with "CVE 44 7
and 448" as professional electives. Total credits remain at 131.
C. College of the Environment and Life Sciences
1.

Department of Plant Sciences
a . ADD:

2.

ENT 387 Insects ofTurfgrasses, Trees, and Ornamentals (I, 3)
Biology, ecology, and management of insects affecting turfgrasses,
trees, and ornamental plants. (Lee. 3) Alm

Department of Food Science and Nutrition
DELETE:

The following courses:
1) FSN 347 Nutritional Evaluation of Food Processing (II, 3)
2) FSN 3 7 8 Sensory Evaluation of Foods (I, 3)
********************
SECTION III
Capstones

Recommendation Requires Confirmation by the Faculty Senate
In response to a request from the Faculty Senate Executive Committee last spring, the
Curricular Affairs Committee began to consider the role of "capstones" in assessment
of our students. The CAC conducted a review that followed-up on an prior survey
undertaken by Professor Frank White in 1996-97 as part of the University's
Accreditation Self-Study.

*Effective for Fall 1999.
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The Curricular Affairs Committee agrees that the assessment of outcomes achieved by
our students is one way of evaluating the success of a URI education. The need for a
means of evaluation has been highlighted in our recent NEASC Accreditation Report.
One way to assess our students' outcomes is to have a capstone experience that
integrates coursework throughout the undergraduate major program.
The CAC believes that capstone experiences should be included in the UNIVERSI1Y
CATALOG and is asking the Faculty Senate for permission to denote those capstone
experiences in the curriculum section.
At present approximately 80% of our programs have "capstone" experiences. Through
the Senate's action we anticipate that this percentage will rise and not only serve as a
basis for assessing our students and evaluating our programs, but will also be
influential in attracting students who want a culminating experience to complete this
stage of their education.
Therefore, the Curricular Affairs Committee recommends the following to the Faculty
Senate for approval:
That departments be allowed to identifY "capstone" experiences in the
curriculum section of the UNIVERSI1Y CATALOG through an appropriate
symbol. Capstone experiences are understood to include courses, internships,
portfolios, senior theses, research/ design projects, etc. They are scheduled for
the senior year and integrate the range of material covered in a specific
program.
The identification of "capstones" will be based on each department's
recommendation and included in the information portion of reports of the
Curricular Affairs Committee. No further approval will be required.
********************
SECTION N
Joint Report of the Curricular Affairs Committee and Graduate Council
on 400-Level Courses
At the October 5 and November 2, 1998 meetings of the Curricular Affairs Committee
and at the October 16 and November 13, 1998 meetings of the Graduate Council, the
following matters were considered and are now presented to the Faculty Senate.
A

Informational Matters
1.

College of Arts and Sciences
a.

Department of Biological Sciences
*1) ADD:

BIO 414X Biomechanics (II, 3) Application of engineering
principles to evaluate the mechanical design of organisms, with
an emphasis on life in marine environments. (Lee. 3) Pre: one

semester each of calculus and physics. Not for graduate credit.
Bell

*No action by Graduate Council. Not for graduate credit.
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2) CHANGE: Description, method of instruction and prerequisite
for BIO 442:
BIO 442 Mammalian Physiology (II, 3) Intensive study of the
physiological mechanisms that regulate the animal body and
its organ systems. Emphasis on knowledge obtained from
experimental physiology. Class discussion of applied
physiology. (Lee. 2, Rec. 1} Pre: One semester each of
anatomy and physiology courses or permission of the
instructor. Hill
3) CHANGE: Prerequisite for BIO 444 to ~Pre: one semester each of
anatomy and physiology courses or permission of
instructor. "
b. Department of Philosophy
CHANGE: Prerequisite for PHL 452 to ~Pre: 101, 215 or 451, one 300level PHL course, and 6 credits of natural science; or
permission of instructor."
c.

Department of Psychology
CHANGE: Title and description for PSY 480:
PSY 480 Psychology of Women (II, 3} Discussion of
psychological research and theories on the psychology of
girls and women from a multi-cultural perspective. Topics
include personality theories, gender similarities and
differences, biological aspects of sex and gender, cultural
images of women, sexuality, relationships, motherhood,
work and achievement, physical and mental health. (Lee. 3)
Pre: 113 and at least one 200-level psychology course.
Bowleg and Staff

d. Women's Studies Program
CHANGE: Prerequisite for WMS 400 to "Pre: 210, 310, 330 and senior
standing or permission of instructor."
2.

College of the Environment and Life Sciences
a. Department of Environmental and Natural Resource Economics
CHANGE: Title and description for REN 410:
REN 410 Fish and Wildlife Economics (I, 3) Institutional, biological
and economic factors affecting the use of fish and wildlife
resources. Economic analysis is applied to problems of fish and
wildlife management in both marine and terrestrial ecosystems.
(Lee 3) Pre: 310 or ECN 328 or ECN 323 or permission of instructor.
Sutinen
b. Department of Fisheries, Animal and Veterinary Science
CHANGE: Description, prerequisite and method of instruction for FST 415:
FST 415 Fishery Science (I, 3) Biology of aquatic resource
animals, fisheries mensuration and assessment, fisheries ecology,
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fishing methods. aquatic resource management and conservation,
fish and shellfish farming. (Lee 3} Pre: 315 and coUege
mathematics; concurrent registration in 416. Recksiek
3. College of the Environment and Life Sciences (Department of Biochemistry,
Microbiology and Molecular Genetics) and College of Nursing
CHANGE: Expiration forMIC 444X (or NUR 444X) Public Health Practicum in
Infectious Disease Control to permit a third offering in spring 1999.
4.

College of Nursing
*ADD: NUR 489X Exploring Loss Through Creative Arts Therapy (II, 3)
Examination and application of the use of creative arts processes
(imagery, story, metaphor, music, and movement) with individuals who
are experiencing loss, grief and dying. (Lee. 3) Pre: 360 or permission of
instructor. Not for graduate credit. Miller and Staff

5. College of Pharmacy
Department of Biomedical Sciences and Department of Pharmacy Practice
CHANGE: Number for BMS 421 (or PHP 421) Biotechnology Production in
Pharmacy to "BMS 420 (or PHP 420) ."
B. Curricular Matters Which Require Confirmation by the Faculty Senate
1. College of Arts and Sciences
Department of Chemistry
ADD:

CHM 441 The Chemistry of Biological Systems (II, 3) Chemical
biology, molecular aspects of biological structures, equilibria,
energetics, reactions and metabolism. (Lee. 3) Pre: 228, 432. Fisher,
Dain, Smith

2. College of Engineering
Department of Civil and Enviromental Engineering
* 1) DELETE:
*2) ADD:

CVE 446 Transportation Engineering (II, 3)

The following courses:
a) CVE 44 7 Highway Engineering (I or II, 3) Design of modem
highways and streets including plannings, location, geometric
layout, drainage structures, bituminous materials, pavement
structure, construction, operation, maintenance and
rehabilitation. (Lee. 3} Pre: 346. Not for graduate credit. Lee or
Hunter
b) CVE 448 Highway Engineering Laboratory (I or II, 1} Highway
Capacity Analysis, computer applications of geometric design, soil
resilient modulous test, L. A. abrasion test, asphalt viscosity test,
Marshall and Superpave mix-design, pavement management lab,
and field trip. (Lab. 3) Pre:447 or concurrent enroUment in 447. Lee
or Hunter

*No action by the Graduate Council. Not for graduate credit.
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3. College of the Environment and Life Sciences
a.

Department of Fisheries, Animal and Veterinary Science
ADD:

FST 416 Fishery Science Laboratory (I, 1} Practices and
techniques of fisheries science. Field exercises in local model
estuary and lake ecosystems; sampling methods; enumerating
and documenting collections; measuring and reporting
environmental attributes; estimating population parameters.
(Lab. 2) Pre: Concurrent registration in 415. Recksiek

b . Department of Food Science and Nutrition
DELETE: The following courses:
a) FSN 433 Food Quality (II, 3)
b) FSN 438 Food Chemistry Laboratory (II, 3)
c.

Department of Plant Sciences
*ADD: ENT 411 Pesticides and the Environment (II, 3} Review of the
historical is sues regarding pesticides, regulation, how they
work, and costs/benefits associated with their use. Pre: BIO
112, CHM 103, 105; PLS 200, or permission ofinstructor. In
alternate years . Next offered Spring 1999. Not for graduate
credit. Alm

d . Department of Plant Sciences and Department of Natural Resources
Science:
*CHANGE:

PLS 407 Environmental Education: Theory and
Experiential Learning (II, 3) as follows:
a) Cross-list as PLS 407 (or NRS 408)
b) Change description by adding "This course is not
available for graduate credit to NRS majors."

*No action by Graduate Council. Not for graduate credit.

